November 1, 2017

I am pleased to join with friends on
the other side of the aisle—Messrs.
BLUMENAUER and NoOLAN—and Rep-
resentatives on the Republican side—
Messrs. RODNEY DAVIS, YODER, and
KNIGHT—to come together on a bipar-
tisan basis to address this trouble. I
ask for cosponsors.

————

BIPARTISAN TAX REFORM

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, well, not
surprisingly, Republicans have had to
delay the release of their tax plan be-
cause it is so deeply unpopular. We
haven’t seen all of the details yet, but
what we know about it is that this is
really bad for working families.

The nonpartisan Tax Policy Center
says that the Republican plan raises
taxes on many middle class families to
pay for a massive tax cut for the people
at the very top, the wealthiest Ameri-
cans.

The details matter. A family of four
earning $50,000 could see their taxes go
up 380 percent. Meanwhile, 80 percent
of the benefits of this ‘‘billionaires
first” tax plan go to the richest 1 per-
cent—80 percent of the benefits to the
richest 1 percent. That is not middle
class tax relief.

And how do we pay for these massive
tax cuts to the wealthy? What are we
going to do?

We are going to see cuts in Medicare,
Medicaid, and education.

If anybody thinks we can do this and
go big on infrastructure and rebuild
America’s capacity to produce, they
better think twice. Plus, saddling our
grandkids with a huge debt.

What happened to the deficit hawks
in this place?

This is wrong, and we ought to reject
it.

————

IMPROVE FOREST MANAGEMENT

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong sup-
port of H.R. 2936, the Resilient Federal
Forests Act of 2017, that was intro-
duced by Congressman WESTERMAN.

The House will consider this bill
today, which will improve forest man-
agement and cut the bureaucratic red
tape that has been preventing sound
management practices for the Forest
Service.

Mr. Speaker, devastating wildfires
have resulted in the loss of property,
loss of pristine landscapes, and, most
importantly, the loss of life. 2017 has
been the costliest wildfire season on
record, with the Forest Service spend-
ing over $2 billion. While not the only
issue, the greatest cause for this in-
crease in wildfire is a severe lack of
forest management.

This bill provides Federal land man-
agement agencies the immediate tools
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to expedite and increase the scale and
efficiency of forest management
projects without sacrificing environ-
mental protections.

Mr. Speaker, we must do everything
in our power to stop these catastrophic
wildfires and encourage better land
management of our forests.

Today’s bill is one step in the right
direction and 1 encourage my col-
leagues to support this important leg-
islation.

OPEN ENROLLMENT

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, beginning today, millions of
Americans have the opportunity to buy
or change their healthcare plan
through the Affordable Care Act ex-
change.

The open enrollment period ends De-
cember 15, so consumers need to act
now. We only have 45 days to shop
around, receive assistance from local
organizations, and make a final deci-
sion. But many people may not know
that because the Trump administration
has taken several administrative ac-
tions to undermine the ACA.

Cutting the open enrollment period
in half, to slashing advertising and out-
reach funding by 90 percent, to an-
nouncing a shutdown of healthcare.gov
on Sundays during open enrollment
and other sabotage efforts, the Trump
administration and the Republican ma-
jority have tried to restrict the access
to healthcare for Americans.

I encourage every American who
needs health insurance to visit
healthcare.gov and get covered. Finan-
cial assistance is available, and about
80 percent of the enrollees who pick
plans on healthcare.gov will be able to
get insurance for $75 a month or less.

———
CONGRATULATING OAKWOOD
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
congratulate Oakwood Elementary

School in Wayzata for being recognized
as a National Blue Ribbon School for
academic excellence.

This is a big honor. It is a big deal. I
visited Oakwood myself, and only eight
schools in Minnesota have received this
recognition this year. That is because
exemplary, high-performing schools
like Oakwood rank among the highest
performing schools with top scores in
State assessments.

One important note worth men-
tioning is that Oakwood Elementary
School has done significant work ad-
dressing the achievement gap in their
community so that every one of their
students has what they need to be suc-
cessful.

Mr. Speaker, every one of Oakwood’s
teachers, staff, students, and parents
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should be commended for this accom-
plishment. Congratulations, again, to
Oakwood Elementary School for being
named a National Blue Ribbon School.

———————

FLIGHT STANDARDS

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, no family or community
should have to relive the devastating
loss we felt on February 12, 2009, the
day Colgan Air Flight 3407 crashed in
western New York, Kkilling all aboard
and one on the ground.

Thanks to the tireless efforts of the
Flight 3407 families and a bipartisan
collection of Members of Congress, new
flight safety standards have saved
other families from similar pain,
achieving 7 years of no commercial air-
line fatalities.

Yet some, including the new nominee
to the National Transportation Safety
Board, are questioning the need for
these hard-fought, commonsense flight
safety and training standards.

You have a right to know which air-
line is flying your plane, you have a
right to know that your pilot is well
rested, and you have a right to know
that the pilot is adequately trained to
handle any challenges that might
occur in flight. For these rights and for
enhanced safety, you can thank the
families of Flight 3407 for their work in
reaching these standards, and you can
join me in fighting to make sure that
we keep them.

————

CHAMPIONING HEALTHY KIDS

(Mr. DENHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, this
week, we will see on the floor the
Championing Healthy Kids Act. It will
include a number of different reforms,
which will include the Children’s
Health Insurance Program, the CHAM-
PION Act, and my bill, the CARE Act.

We must increase access throughout
our communities across the country.
By expanding our residency program,
we will see new doctors, especially in
these underserved areas. Expanding our
residency program will allow our med-
ical schools to have people in our com-
munities practicing medicine, and, ul-
timately, filling this doctor shortage
that we have today.

I look forward to the passing of the
Championing Healthy Kids Act, which
will, again, help our children with their
health insurance coverage and expand
our residency program at a much-need-
ed time.

————

TAX REFORM

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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